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contrast between the masterful nature of Henry and the
docility of Louis was most noticeable. Louis had made a
show of opposition to the accumulation of territories by the
Angevin house; he was temporarily aroused by the danger
of Henry's marriage with Eleanor, and still more by Henry's
accession to the English throne; but, as usual, he allowed
himself to be dominated by a stronger will and soon lapsed
into acquiescence. He contented himself with the homage
of Henry, and, so far from any attempt to retaliate, he was
prepared to give the status quo his solemn recognition. In
1158 he met Henry at Gisors and concluded with him a treaty
and a marriage alliance. His daughter Margaretl was
betrothed to Henry, the eldest son of Henry II, and pending
the marriage (they were still infants) she passed under the
guardianship of the English king; Louis assigned as her
dowry the Norman Vexin with the all-important fortress of
Gisors. It is difficult to understand his readiness to acquiesce
in a settlement so completely to his disadvantage. Henry,
naturally elated by this easy success, went off to seek further
triumphs in the south, prosecuting the old ambitions of the
dukes of Aquitaine against Toulouse. His advance was
rapid, and Toulouse itself seemed likely to fall. The count,
Raymond V, appealed for help to his overlord, the king of
France—a novel appeal from the south and fruitful in results-
For Louis went at once to his aid, and failing to deter Henry
by his protests threw himself into Toulouse. His courage
(he had no army with which to resist Henry) was successful.
Henry was not prepared for the breach with feudal principle
that a direct attack on his overlord would have entailed;
and he withdrew from the siege. Louis was thus able to
vindicate his kingship where previously it had been completely
ignored.
The next year, 1160, was an important one.   The queen, Loil!*< th*rtl
Constance of Castile, died, and Louis, anxious above all for a ",**[ ^
male heir, immediately contracted a third marriage, with w»uiu
Adela, daughter of the late count of Blois and Champagne,
Theobald IV.   This brought him into permanent friendly
relationship with that powerful family which, flunking the
1 In 1154 he had married Constance of Castile, who, like Kteanor, bore
him two daughters. Margaret w(is the elder of Ctmstawv's duughtm;
Alice, the younger, was later betrothed to Richard.

